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IMMEDIATE RELEASE SLPTEMBER 20, 1945

EXACUTIVE ORDuR

PERMINATION OF Ti@ CITICEH OF STRATIGIC SERVICES
AND DISPOSITION OF ITS FUNCTIONS

By virtue of the euthority vested in me by the Con=~
stitution snd Statutes, including Title I of the First Var
Powers hct, 1941, and as President of thc Unilted States and
Commander in Chief of the Army and the Navy, 1t is hereby
~ ordered a8 follows:

1, There are transferred to and consolidated in
an Interim Research and Intelligence Service, which is herc=
by established in the Dopartment of State, (a) the functions
of the Research and Analysis Branch end of the Preséntation
Branch of the Office of Strateglie Scrvices {orovided for by
the Military Order of June 13, 1942), excluding puch functions
performed within the countries of Germany and Austria, and
(b) tnose other functions of the Office of Strategic Services
(nercinafter referred to es the Office) wnlch relate to the
functions of the said Branches trancforred by this paragraph.
The functions of the Director of Strategic Services and of
the Unitcd States Joint Chiefs of Stuff, relating to the ' -
functions transferred to the Service by this parsgraph, are . L
trensferred to the Seerctary of State, The personnel, . i —
property, and records of the said Branches, exceph such o
thereof as is located in Germany and Austria, and so nuch
of tihe other versoancl, property, end records of the 0ffice
and of the funds of the Vffice as the Director of the Buresu
of tho Budget shall determine to relate primerily to the
i funcsions transferred by this parggreph, are yransforred to
! the sald Service. Military mersonncl now on duty in connection
‘W\ with the activities transforred by.thia‘paragraph may, subjech
: to applicable lew end to tho ortent mutuelly egreesble to the.
‘Seerctary of State and to the Secrctary of Var or the Sccretary
SRR of the Navy, aafthé'case‘may,be.,ccntinue‘on'such duty in the
cache Department of State. Do NS "
2, The Tnterim: Research and Intelligence Service
shall be sbolished as of the close of buainess”Dcpcmbervslf
©1945, and the Secrotary of State shall provide for winding
up its affag;s."Pending'snch abolition, (&) the Scerotery
of Stote may transfer from the sald Service o such agencles
of tho Dopartment of State as he shall desiznato any functions
of the Service, (b) the Secretary may curtail the activities
carried on by the Servico, (c) the head of the Service, who
chs 11 be desiznated by tho Seeretamy: shnll be responsible to
the Secrctary or to such other officer of the Department of
State as the Secretary sahll direct, and (d) the Service shall,
except as othorwise provided'in,this order, be sdministered as
on organizational entity in the Department of State,
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.3, A1l functions of the Gifico not tronsferrcd by
varszravh 1 of this order, togethor with 2ll personnel,.
records, vroperty, #nd funds of the Office not so transe

T ferred, are trensferred to the Department of Wer; and the.:
R _ Office, including the office of the Director of Strategle
R Services, is terminated. The Functions of tho Director
R of Stroteglc Services and of tho United Stotes Joint Chiefs
R of Staff, rclating to the functions trancferrcd by this

paragraph, are trensferred to the Sccretery of Var. Naval
personnel on duty with the Offico in connection with tho
activities trensferred by this varsagravh, amy subject to
" applicable law and to the extent mutally egrecable to the
R Seeretary of War and the Socretory of the #avy, continue on : o )
SO such duty in tne Department of War. The Secerctary of War ' pﬂ“=;£
: chell, whenever he deems it compatible with the national
interest, discontinue any activity transferred by this
paregraph end wind up all affairs relating thereto.

‘ 4, Such further mensures and dlspositions as. may be . - -
“dotermined by the Director of the Buycan of the Budget to be
nocessory to effectuate the transfer or redistribution of
functions provided for in this order shall be carried out in
such manner as the Director mey direct and by such agencios ;
as he may designate. ’

5. All provisions of prior orders of the President
wnich are in conflict with this order are omended accord-

ingly.
6. This order shall, exéept as otherwise specificelly .
provided, be effective as of the opening of business October 1,
P ’ . J'z ;
- - =z} | ‘ HARRY S. TRUMAN

R

THE WHILE HOUSE

September 20, 1945 . o

§ .
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In connection with the excecutive order relating to termiration
of the Office of Strategic Services, tho Presidont today sent the follow=
ing lotter to Mejor Gereral William J. Donovon, Director of Strateglc
Services:

My dear General Donoven:

1 appreciate very muuh the work wnich you and your staff
undertook, beginning prior to the Japanese surrondoer, to ligqui-
dote those wartime activities of the office of Stratcgic Serv-
jces which will not be nceded in time of peace.

Tinely steps should also bo teken to conserve those resources
and skills developed within your organization which are vital to..
our peacetime purroses.

Accordingly, I have today dirccted, by Lxecutive order, that
‘the activites of the Research and Analysis Breneh and the Pre-
O ‘ sentation Branch of the Office of Stratezic Services be trans-
L ' ferred to the State Dopartment. This transfer, which is effec~
' " tive as of October 1, 1945 revrcsenis the beginnirg of the
L . ) developuent of a coordinated system of foreizn intelligence
S / within the pormenent fremework of the Government.

Consistent with the foregoing, the Bxecutive order orovides
for the transfer of the remeining activities of the Office of
Stcategic Sorvices; to:the War-Dapartment; for the abolition of

- thouOffitonofiStrategic  Services; and forithe continucd: orderly
liquidation of some of the activities of the Office without
jinterrupting other services of a military nature the need for
which will contirue for some time.

I want to take this boccosion to thank you for the capable
lesdership you have brought to & vital wartime activity in your
capacity as Director of Strategic Services. You may well find
satisfaction in the achievementis of the Office and take pride
in your own contridution to them. These are in themselves
large rewards. Groat additional reward for your efforts should
lie in the knowledge that the peacetime intelligence services

_of the Government are being erected on the foundation of the
fecilities and resources mobilized through the office of Strategic

Services during the war.

Sincerely yours,

HARRY S. TRUMAN

The President today eddressed the following letter to the
Secretary of State: '

My dear Mr. Secretary:

1 have today slgned an Yxocutive order which provides for
the transfer to the State Department of tho functions, verson-
nel, and other resources of the Research and Analysis Branch
and the Presontation Branch of the Office of Strategic Services.
The order slso transfers the remeining activities of the Ofiice
of Strateglc Services to the War Department and abolishes thet
Office. These changes vecome effective October 1, 1945.

\
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The above transfer do The State Devertment will provide

you with resources whicn we havo agroed you will neeé to aid

in the development of our foreign volicy, and will assurc tohat
pertinent experience accunulated duwring the war will be pre-
cerved and used in meeting the problems of the peace. Those
readjustnents and reductions which are required in order %o

gear the transferred ectivitioes and resources into State Depart—
. ment operations should be made as soon as practicabdle.

I particularly desirec that you take the leed in doveloping
a comprehensive znd coordinated foreizn intelligenco orogran
for a1l Federal esgencies concorned with that tyve of activity.
_This should be done throush tho creation of an intordeparimental
group, heading up under the Statce Department, which would :
formulate plans for mey approval.. This procedure will permit
the plenning of complete coverage of the foreign intelligenco
fiel end the assigning and controlling of operations in such
mannecr that the necds of both the individual agencies and the
Government as & whole will be met with meximum effectiveness.

1
. Sincerely yours, -

HARRY S. TRUMAN

—rsad el
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